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PREFACE. 











HROUGH months of real mourning for Royal 
calamity, amidft the fufpenfe of political and 
military movements, atid the progrefs of events fuch 
as this age has firft, and Jet us hope laft alfo, pro- 
duced, literature has been among our chief confola- 
tions, fecond lary-only to thofe which are more folemn 
and more fecret. In the fame feale and proportion 
we recommend it to all our readers, and would, if 
poffible, to all the world. For this reafon we conti- 
nue to give, (errors excepted, as the merchants fay) 
a complete view of all the literature of our country ; 
not felecting a few publications on which to flourith 


and fhow away, but endeavouring, at leaft, to mention 


all. Defiring alfo to quieken and direct the tafte for 
good books, we continue to diftinguith, in our half- 
yearly preface, the moft valuable of thofe which have 
lately fallen under our infpection : and, firft of all, as 
of moft importance, in 


Divinity. 


The afpect of this half-year’s theology has been, 
on the whole, favourable ; and though we cannot boatt 
of any work of primary ‘magnitude, yet have we fe- 
veral to mention of abundant merit and utility. We 
are inclined to lay no fimail ftrefs on the Pe 
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iv PREFACE, 


of the collated Sepruacint. The fufpenfion of that 
work, by the death of Dr. Holmes, was a calamitous 
event. The refumption of it, therefore, apparently 
with equal zeal and diligence, by Mr. Parfens*, 
deferved to be hailed with joy, by the friends of facred 
knowledge. If there be paflages, as furely there are, 
in which that venerable verfion appears to retain the 
principal teftimony of the true reading ; it cannot be 
too highly prized, nor its purity inveftigated with too 
great caret. Ouraccount of Bp. Horfley’s Sermons ft. 
was concluded in this volume ; fermons which may 
provoke controverfy, but muft always demand admi- 
ration ; asthe work of what he was in an eminent des 
gree, an acute man, a profound {cholar, and a fincere 
chriftian. The laft, at leaft, of thefe qualities is ap- 
parent in the fermons of Mr. Browne at Bampton's 
Lefure}, which if they are not written with fo much 
vigour as fome former productions of that inftitution, 
are employed to prove an important point, and are 
not unfuccefsful in the proof of it. A former Lecturer 
in the fame pulpit, § Mr. E. Nares, has again ap- 
peared as a controyerfialift, in his Remarks on the 
affociated efforts of the Unitarians, in what they are 
pleated to call an Improved Ver/ion of the New Tefta- 
ment § ; and he appears with vigour and fuccefs. We 
truft ic will not be thought derogatory to the Remarks, 
or to us, that a part of them firft appeared in our 
pages. Dr. Mar/h alfo has been engaged with the Uni- 
tarians, On account of fome remarks which had been 
publithed on his Leétures, which produced an ani- 


® No. IV. p. 321. 

+ We fhould be glad to fee that effected to a much greater 

extent, which Mr. Reeves has done for the Pfalms, the collating 

and comparing of the Septuagint Verfion with the Hebrew. Ste 

an account of his valuable book on that fubject, B. C. vol. xvii. 
p: 34!) and 624. 

t No. I. p. 38. |! No. VI. 


; - ide 
§ See Vol, xxviii, 389 and 548. 


@@ No. I. p. 65. 
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PREFACE, ¥ 
mated and very able Letter from him; dddreffed to 
the Critical Reviewers *. ee | 

Another controverfy, that againft the Predeftina- 
rians, has been ably handlea by A4r. Le Meé/jiirier, ina 
tract on that fubjec&t +. Mr. Spry, though too much 
of a Calvinift for us, is an able antagonift { ¢o the 
Barrifter, who, in oppofing Antitomian dottrines; 
feemed very anxious to diffufe thofe of Socinus. Mr. 
Faber, if he would abate fomething of the mirutenefs 
of his interpretations, might be hailed as a fuccefiful 
illufirator of the great object of Prophecy, the future 
Converfion and Reftoration of the Fews ||. ‘The in- 
{tructions addreffed to the parifhioners of S/raddifball, 
by their Rector, Dr. Valpy §, are fuch as every other 
parifh may read with advantage. Without affaming a 
controverfial form, they are aimed againft the moft 
prevailing errors, particularly on the fubjeét of faith 
and works. 

In his Abridgement of Hooker's noble ahd impor- 
tant work, the Ecclefiaftical Polity, Mr. Collinjon q 
has rendered an admirable fervice to theology. 
Hooker is one of thofe facred claffics **, the ap- 
proach to whom, like the approach to truth itfelf, 
cannot be too much facilitated. A few republica- 
tions of theological works have attratted our atten- 
tion, and wé wifh them fo attract alfo that of our 
readers. Thefe are Dr. Bell on the Miffions of Fobn 
the Baplift and of Chrift t+, a work long confecrated 
by the moft judicious apprebation ; Wat/fon on the 
Future State ¢t, a work which will alfo live, and in- 
creafe in fame and utility; and a feleétion from the 
excellent book of Abbadie, on the Evidences of 


* No. I. p. 49. + No. Hl. p.149.  t No. III. ps 240. 
| No. V. p. 462, § Now IL. p..165. { No. 1V.p. 968. 

** Sacred Claffics has by fome been appropriated to infpired 
writers. But. there dre alfo uninfpired facred claflics. 


Pt Nos LVs p. 394: tf No. V. p. 504. 
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Chriftianity *; a fele&tion made with judgment, and 
particularly deferving of circulation. . 
Of {maller traéts and fingle fermons, we fhall 
mention.only, a few, but thofe of confpicuous merit. 
In this feleét number the fe. era Sermon, preach- 
ed by Dr. Haggitt +, is diftinguifhed ; being, both 
for ftyle and matter, among the beft that we have 


ever feen, Dr. R. Gray's Jubilee Sermon f, is alfo - 


prominent in its own clafs; and worthy of the author 
of one of the moft valuable among Chriftian books 
of reference |. The known acutenefs and learning of 
Dr. Laurence appear to advantage in his Vifitation 
Sermon §, ‘* on the Metaphorical Charaéter of the 
Apottolical Style,” «which he confirms and illuftrates 
in a very mafterly way. Of Mr. Moore’s tract 4, on 
the celebrated prophecy of Ifaiah, ** Behold a Virgin 
fhall conceive,” [ch. vii. 14, &c.] we can fay without 
referve, that it proceeds on jut principles of interpre- 
tation, both as to the words and the fenfe; and is pro- 
bably right, as to its moft material points. We are 


promifed more of fcriptural criticifm from the pen of 
the fame author. 


History anp ANTIQUITIES, 


We have often paid to hiftory the compliment of 
placing it next after Divinity. The hiftory of Man 
is indeed, in one point of view, the narrative of the 
difpenfations of Providence in this world: would it 
were not fo often marked by the offences and perver- 
fions of human nature ! 

The Annals of Great-Britain **, from the begin- 
ning, of the prefent reign, and to the period of the 


* No. Vi. P- 644. 


No. Vi. ps 532% i The Key to the Old TeRaments 
4 No. V. p. $30. Z No. IV. p. 418. 
*® No. IIT. p. 249. IV. 336. 


+ No. IV. p. 419 
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PREFACE. Mi 


peace of Ainiens, form a-work, not indeed: impar: 
tially written, bur with no fmall degree of ability ; 
and, by candour in fome important points,. redeems 
in’ part the prejudices, which in fome other refpects 
are feen to operate, This, is of the more confequence, 
as much poifon has been induftrioufly difleminated.in 
hiftories of nearly the fame period*, A more par- 
ticular hiftory, but one of diftinguifhed value, appears 
-in the Narrative of General ‘Moore's Campaign f, 
that campaign in which much glory was purchafed 
with much. fuffering ; and, as in other me- 
morable inftances, with the lofs of the hero who 
atchieved the viétory. Hiitorical in its form is Mr. 
Hazlitt’s Eloquence of the Britifo Senate {, being a com- 
pilation of fpeeches,. which begins ftom the reign of 
Charles I. and is continued to the prefentday. Though 
not entirely fatisfied with the execution of the work, 
we think it worthy of a tranfient reference in this 
place. The Siege of Genoa, an event of fome in- 
tereft in the prefent extraordinary war, has been 
gece to us in Englith by Mr. Maunde, from the 
French Original of Tbhiebaut |; it exhibits, what may 
be confidered at this moment as a favourable omen, 
a fuccefsful effort of Lord Wellington, againft his 
prefent opponent. Maffena. 

Concerning 4atiguities we have little on this occafion 
to fay; Herculanenfia, indeed, the elaborate produétion 
of Mr. Walpole and Sir Wilkam Drummond §, forms 
a memorable exception, being full of curious enqui- 
ries, by no means within the reach of common re- 
fearch.. Mr. Dibdin’s republication of Ames and 
Herbert, on Typographical Antiquities], is however 
of more general attraction. It has been begun with 
tafte and fpirit, and we truft it will be concluded in 


* See our remarks on Belfham, &c. + No. V. p. 487. 
t Now IL. p. 124, |. No. V. p. 540. . No: Il. p. 97 
Ill, p. 260. @ No. I. p. 1. ? 4 wae ' 
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; “good time, to the fatisfaétion of the public, andthe = : 
advantage, as well as credit, of the meritorious 3 
compiler. a 
| | They who pofiefs Mr. Coates’s Hiftory of Reading 
i may be glad to be told of the Supplement *; we can- 
. ! not to others ftrongly recommend it, as either curious 
or important. - : 7 
1 : at 
: BioGRAPHY, 





| ii We have not for a long time had any thing fo im- 
| portant in this clafs as Dr. Word/worth’s Ecclehaftical 

| Biography +, which, though principally a republication 
of old materials, comprifes a moft important collec- 

tion of lives, chiefly of the founders and ornaments 
‘of our church, from Wickliffe to Archbifhop Tillot- 


Se et eatggaggpe 


fon. . The knowledge and judgment of the compiler 
| are every where confpicuous ; and his accefs to the 
| treafures of Lambeth ‘and other libraries has given 


rife to fome valuable improvements. Dr‘ Drake’s 
FEffays on the authors of the Rambler, Adventurer, 
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» | &c. very happily unite criticifm with biography, 

| and will be welcomed by the numerous admirers 

| both of the works examined, and wf the effayilt 

: | himfelf. . Dr. Drake has thus completed his view of 

| our periodical writings, from their origin |} to the pre- 

a fent day. As a judicious fupplement to Walpole’s ‘ 

Anecdotes of Painting, the work of the late Mr. “4 

r Edwards §, himfelf an Artift, is extremely acceptable : 4 

| ii and the author, whofe judgment was in general good, 3 

. Thi was as free as any artift can be from the cabals and ; 
partialities of his profeflion. The life of Dr. Adam, 3 


the compiler of Roman and Greek Antiquities J, on 
an excellent plan, has its merits and its blemifhes; 
but the latter are chiefly occafioned by that partiality 


we 
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* No. IV. p. 398. + No. V.p. 47g No. VI. p. 577. | 
{| See Br. Cr. Vol. XXYiili, Pe 1476 § No, LV. fb. 3240 a 
Z No, V. p. 4526 % 
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to the fubje& of the Memoirs, which in very. recent 
biography is not often avoided. The Life of Gregory 
King, the Calculator, by Mr. G. Chalmers*, we fhall - 
briefly mention here, though the tract to which it is 
annexed will be noticed in another clafs. It is an in- 
terefting though brief account, of a man of real 
merit. A {mall Dié#ionary of painters and other ar- 
tifts¢ may clofe this branch of our enumeration, 


TOPOGRAPHY, 


: In this divifion, the completeft work of its kind, 
is Mr. Carlifle’s Topographical Difionary of Irelandt. 
It is accidentally even more complete than his Dic- 
tionary of England |, of which it is a continuation. 
The parts belonging to Wales and Scotland are {till 
to be expected. When completed, upon this plan, 
this Dictionary will approach very nearly toa perfect 
work of its kind, Minor works may include even 
more information, of trivial kinds, but this will be 
the ftandard work for men of bufinefs, and for libraries. 
Dr. Mavor’s' Account of Berks §, though ‘called 
Agricultural, comprifes many other objects, and is 
in faét a.very good topography of the country. We 
only with that fuch Surveys had always been made 
by men of equal intelligence. ‘The Zetland or Shet- 
land Ifles have found a very excellent hiftorian and 
topographer in Dr. Edmonftoneq, whofe two oftavo 
volumes fill up a chafm long vacant, in that branch 
of knowledge. Of the J/le of Man a defcriptive and 
hiftorical account, of {mail fize, has appeared, with- 
out the writer’s name **; we underftand, however, 


* No. I], p. 191. See under Pousrics. 


+ No. V. p. 536. t No. IV. p. 368. 
i See Vol. xxxii. p. 376, § No. IV. p. 382, 
G No, 1V. p. 376. @* No. II]. p. 317. 
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that he is gone where fame reaches not; which makes 
his name of the lef§ importance. Ey Miss , 

To come within a narrower circle of defcription, 
Amjinck’s Tunbridge Wells* is a work of beauty and 
expence; hot that the plates are all that they might 
have been, but fill they have their merit, and the 
defcriptions are in general fatisfactory. The Hiftory 
of Shaftefbury t+, as it is called, is a fmall and flight 
book, yet in defeé of larger works it may anfwer a 
temporary purpofe. For the ufe chiefly of young 
perfons, Mrs. Wakefield drew up her Perambulations 
in Londen and its Environs t, and while it ferves for 
their ufe, there feems to be nothing init which maturey 


TRAVELS. 


The Travels of Mirza Abu Taleb, actually written 
in Perfian, and tranflated by Afajor Stewart §, have 
a ftrong and peculiar claim to attention. For Eu- 
ropeans to defcribe the Eaftern world is common, but 
for a native of the eaft to write his opinions and -ob- 
fervations on Europe and Afia, 1s perfectly new and 
extraordinary. Such things have been feiéned, but 
they have been very feldom realized, and the per- 
feftly genuine travels of Abu Taleb cannot but excite 
an active curiofity. We remember to have feen the 
author when in London. Of countries which, from 
the peculiarity of their produétions, more particularly 
deferved to be defcribed, few are more remarkable 
than Surinam, and the account of Baren Sack |, 
tranflated from the original German, will be found, 
in many points, to correct the reports of Stedman, 
and other travellers, Laméert’s Travels. through 


* No. ILI. p. 246. + No. II p. 199. 
~ No. IV. p. 424. § No. ITI. p. 270. 
|) No. V. p. 480. 
Canada, 














PREFACE. xi 
Canada* are alfo a curious and valuable production ; 

the author had fingular opportunities, and he en 
ployed them like a man of underflanding. In Mo- 
rocco, after the interefting account of Mr. Jackfon, 
not much could be immediately collected ; but Dr, 

Buffat has defcribed his own route through the coun- 
try with diftinétnefs, and has made an entertaining 
‘book, one merit of which is that it is not too 
large. , 

Other works of this kind, which have lately fallen 
under our notice, are on a fmaller fcale, except indeed 
Mr. Bradford's Sketches of Spain and Portugaly, 
which confift of pi€turefque views of places and per- 
fons, delineated with fpirit, and executed in colours. 
They may form an admirable Companion to. the 
Hiftory of General Moore’s Expedition, in which 
they were drawn. Henderfon’s account of Honduras, 
and the anonymous Notes on La Plata||, are rather 
flight defcriptions of their refpective objects ; but not 
fo flight as to be without intereft or curiofity. Dr. 
Domeier’s account of Maltaq appears to have been 
written chiefly with a medical view; yet gives fuch 
an account of the ifland, its circumftances, and ‘pe- 
culiarities, as every traveller would be glad to find on 
his arrival. : 

We come to domeftic tours. That veteran Peri- 
patetic, Mr. Hutton, of Birmingham, has condu@ed 
hisreaders at laft to Coatham**, a bathing place in the 
north of Yorkfhire—He is, as ufual, original and 
amufing ; and if he fhould wind up his authorfhip by 
a genuine and equally undifguifed fketch of his own 
long life, as he feems to promife, he will certainly 
leave the world in excellent humour-with him, “The 


* No. VI. p. 545. + No. V. p. 525, 
t No. V. p. 502 § No. V. p. 524. 
| No. IV. p. 408, < No. VJ. p. 609. 


** No, I, p. 89, 
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xii PREFACE. 


feenes which were viewed by that eminent tourift 
Mr. Gilpin, continue to 

<¢ Live in defcription, and look brown in /ketch,”” 
—even after his death ; and a pofthumous view of 
Cambridge, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Effex, has lately 
made its appearance *; a dreadful jaunt, we fhould 
think, for a pi&urefgue touritt, and enough to 
fhorten a life which had been devoted to the beauties 
of nature, 


Po.uitics. 


We .cannot, however, always riot among the 


Juxuries of defcription, the harfher and more inflam- 


matory fare of politics muft have its turn. At pre- 
fent alfo, to make the matter worfe, we have little to 
notice but controverfial pamphlets, Among thefe 
we cannot but give particular diftinétion to the traé 
of Mr. Tinney,'on the Rights of the Sovereignty +. 
The title, however, it mult be confeffed, does not 
very clearly point out the objects of the tract, which 
are to vindicate the caufe of Spain, and to counteract 


the efforts of Jacobin writers, in whatever: way they 


have been lately directed. Theauthorisnot new in the 
fields of controverly, but has received our praifes on 
former occafions ft. Sir F. D’Ivernois alfo, till 
longer known in’ political warfare, has furpafied 
himfelf in his work on the Continental Blockade §, 
So much of luminous obfervation is there given, on 
matters both of foreign and domettic interelt, that 
the tract cannot eafily be ranked too high in the 
fcale of political writings, We rejoice therefore to 
ive that this work, together with the letter of the 
American writer, Wai/h||, and one begun at Peterf- 
burg by a Al. Fader, but {topped in its progrefs by 


* No. IV. p. 492. + No. I. p. 18. 
t See Vol. xxxi. p. 663, and xxxiv. p. 628. 
§ No. Il. p. 107. | Juitly commended in our Rev. for 


May lait, p. 433. 
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the influence of France ; has been reprinted here in a 


fingle volume, under the title of e: Offrandes A Bona- 
parte, par trois Etrangers*.” If fuch works could ob- 
tain any circulation on the Continent, they might be 


productive of much good. 


On the conftitutional fide, for fuch we muft efteem 
it, of the Catholic queftion, we have lately had fome 
valuable publications. We may mention the Od/er- 
vations of Lord Kenyon on the fubject ¢, the Speech of 
Lord Boringdon*, and that of Lord Ca/tlereagh || ; the 
latter is particularly {trong on the point of the Royal 
Veto, on which even the friends of the Catholic caule 
are divided ; as may be feen in one of the beft produc. 
tions on that fide, the ogra of Sir 7. C. Hippijley §. 

On the more general topics of politics, two anony- 
mous tracts appeared to us to deferve commendation, 
the one, called Advice to the Whigs |, tended to refitt 
the efforts of the difcontented in our own country ; 
and the other, under the title of American Candour**, 
to develope the proceedings of thofé who are inclined 
to French Counfels, on the weftern fide of the At- 
lantic. But the iniquity of the French government 
was never fo expofed as by a perfon who not lon 
ago was faid to be very reprehenfibly connected with 
it. This picture, drawn by Mr, L. Goldfmith tt is 
almoft too horrible to be credited; and yet but too 
confiftent with fome things which we know, and with 
itfelf, to be haftily rejected. 

We turn with pleafure to more general views, 
Gregory King's Political Obfervations aud Conclu- | 


fions tt publifhed by Mr. G. Chalmers, are impor- 


tant to ftatiftical enquirers refpetting this country. 


* We thall take an carly opportunity of noticing the latter 
tract, in particular. 
t No. If. p. 171. t No. I]. p. 192, 
|} No. VI. p. 641. § No. VI. p. 639. 
© No. I. p. 96. ** No. II, p. 186. 
++ On the Cabinet of Bonaparte. No. V. p. 511. and VJ. 


Pr $84. tt No. Il. p. 19% 
An 
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An ingenious View of the general Statifics of Ea- 
rope, tranflated from the German, by Mr. ‘Ticken*, 
is convenient, in a high degree, for reference and 
temporary information. One part of political ceco- 
nomy, and a part of great importance, we thall 
perhaps fee brought near to perfection, when the 
views of the Seciety for Bettering the Condition of the 
Poor +. fhall be fo fully matured as to be adopted by 
the ftate. We have often noticed their Reports, and 
have always feen in them, with fatisfaélion, the 
union of wifdom and benevolence ; the natural opera- 
tion of which mutt be to increafe the happinefs not 


only of the poor, but of all claffes of fociety. 


Law, 


By law we have generally meant the laws of our 
own country ; but'a curious and valuable work has 
lately been produced bv Sir George Staunton, intro- 
ducing us to the knowledge of the penal law of 


‘China, by a tranflation of their own code}. The 
judicial regulation of a country fo extenfive, fo po- 


ulous, and, in many refpects, fo profperoufl 
cain cannot but afford an Eacewelibler fubjeé for 
contemplation. 

Other matters belonging to this clafs are few and 
comparatively inconfiderable. The Letter to Mr. 


- Perceval on the fubject of Adultery |, and thofe of 


Mr. Hett, on the A& of Toleration §, are well directed 
to their refpective objects, and entitled therefore to 
their fhare of praife, 


* No. Il. p. 201, + No. II. p. 16:1. 
> No. Ill. }- 20Q- { No. Be p- 84. 
§ No. Ii. p. 196. 


MEDICINE. 
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PREFACE. 


MepIcine. 


T'wo great works, in this branch of fcience, de-- 
mmanded our attention, and comparative obfervation, 
during the half year now palt, the Medical Diftionaries 
compiled at London * and Edinburgh. Both had merits 
both included Medicine and Surgery; but in the 
latter branch we found ourfelves obliged to give 
the palm to the northern production. ‘The pg on 
Englifh compiler had unfortunately. difdained to take 
an ally, though not’ qualified to fight the whole battle 
himfelf +. The Pharmacopeia Londinenjis {, appearin 
under the higheft medical authority, is confidere 


juftly as the grammar of one part of the fcience; and 


the improvements which it has from to time received 
bear teftimony to the vigilance of thé college. Mr. 
Wardrop’s b6o0k on Fungus Haematodes|| contains a 
luminous defcription of a ‘very formidable difeafe ; 
and has a powerful tendency to improve and fettle the 
line of practice in that particular branch. On the fre- 
quency and fatality of certain difeafes Dr. Woolcombe § 
writes With intelligence and f{pitit, and he puts mate- 
rials into the Hands of the practitioner, which it muft 
be his ‘bufinefS to extend and bring into ufe. The 
Annyal Medical Review | is the commencement of 
‘a Work Which promifes to be uleful, and is therefore 


_ Tikely ‘to receive the patronage of the profeflion. The 


Union of médicihe and ‘botany has often been con- 


* No, Il. p, 154. III. p, 288, 

+ It is an‘incoriveniencealfo, ‘in Ouropinion, that all thenames 
Of difeafes are in Batin, ‘Thus Faandice is defcribed under 
Torerus; but if an enguirer happens not to know that fach is 
the Latin name, he will not find the Englifh one at all. At any 
rate there fhould have been fuch a reference as this, ‘* Faun. 
dice, fee I&eru,”" 

t No. IV. ps 332. | No. VI. p. 553: 

§ No, TV, “p.4gt: I No, IV. p. 409. 
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fidered as important, and Dr. Thornton has called in 
the aid of wood-cutting to elucidate the fubject. This 
falls in with prejudices of very long ftanding, and a 
Family Herbal* will be expeéted to perform t as 
much as a family phyfician, We will not, however, 
promife that fuch will be the refult. A little work 
intitled Enchiridion Medicum, by a Mr. Hamilton t, 
is laudable in its plan, and requires only to be more 
correétly printed to enfure it notice and acceptance, 


LITERATURE, 


Very eminent in this line is the tranflation of Da- 
mefnil’s Synonyms}. The great and unavoidable ex~ 
tent of this branch of literary enquiry forms its prin- 
cipal difficulty, which in this work will be feen to be 
furmounted, in a very laudable degree, Much more 
acceptable, neverthelefs, to a very oo of 
ftudents will be found Ad. Toda’s Mluitrations of 
Gower and Chaucer. Much is there done for the 
elucidation both of their hiftory and of their writings ; 
and even additions are made to the latter, by fuccefsful 
examination of manufcripts. Prof. R. E. Scott's En- 
quiry into Phyfical and Metapbyfical Science §, may be 
mentioned here, though not exactly in its place; but, as 
we have not yet completed eur account of it, we fhall 
not now pretend to give a final opinion, ‘That the 
work is learned and acute, cannot be doubted, even 
from what we have already faid of it. Two fmaller pub- 
lications, but highly refpectable of their kind, will 
conclude this prefent head. The firft of thefe is en- 
tilled Motives to the Study of Hebrew |, in two parts, 
and though without a name, is known to be the pro- 


_ duction of the amiable and learned Bifhop Burge/s, 


* No. III..p. 283. + No. Ill. p. 304. 

+ No. Il. p. 138. i No. VI. p, 644. 

§ No, VI. p. 597s G No, II. p. 312. 
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whofe zeal fot every thing confietted with fatred 
Literatute is fio léfs judicious than itis active. The 
other, equally anonymous, is az Englifh Grammdr* on 
a riew and very inftructive brs » which we believe to 
eed from the pen of che Rev. S. Clapham; wel 
for many ufefut works in Divinity. 


Portry. 


Appfoaching dow to thé clofe of our retrofpect, 
we indulge ourfelves in the contemplation of the 
poetry; which we have og thought worthy of dif- 
tinction. In this lift; the Poems of the Eay/ of Ca- 
rysfort t até worthy of an eminent place, So much 
variety of fancy, umted with fuch correctnefs of 
tate and compofition, is not often continued to the 
éxtent of two handfome volumes. We are the more 
pleafed to bear this teftimony, becaule we are happy 
to know that the private viftues of the noble writer 
are at leaft equal to his literary attainménts. Of Scots's 
Lady of the Laket it is almoft fuperfuous to give our 
judgment, Every one has read, and every one has. 
formed an opinion upon it; and almoft all favourable, 
Nor are we ambitious, in this refpect, to differ from 
the multitude, except, pethaps, in being better able 
than fome are, to affign the reafons for our admiration. 
When we fpeak with delight of the elegant and 
touching compofitions of Montgomery}, we are not 
equally Yabo by fafhion; we rather take under 
our protection a poet who, by fome critics, has been 
harfhiy and unjuftly treated: We ate certain, how- 
ever, that the public tafte and feeling will confirm 
our commendation when the modeft merit of the au- 
thor fhall have made its way to more general notice, 


Z * No. IV. p. 424. + No, I. p.g2. 
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Our modern Minftrels are now fo numérous, that~ 
we fhall not foon arrive at their Jaft lays! In this 
company Mr. Sotheby has now enlifted himfelf, by 
his Conftance cf Caftile*, and has obtained-an honour 
able place. He fings the united triumphs of England 
and Spain, and we hope he will have ‘more modern 
fucceffes to record. Another Minffrel.appears inthe - 
continuation of Dr. Beattie’st poem ofthat name: 
a tafk executed, fo far as it goes, with more vigour » 
than is commonly feen in foch ievelapta, If we turn 
to the very different ftyle of didaétic poetry, Mr. 
Shee's Elements of Artt ftand for the prefent-alone ; - 
more regular but lefs vigorous, than what he merely 
ftyled Rhymes on the fame fubjeQ: but at the fame 
time inftructive, not only to ftudents, to whom-the 
Poem is addreffed, but in fa& to the public at large. 
The Reliques of Burns |, {o far as they contain poetry, 
are worthy of his previous fame ; and whatever elfe is 
comprifed in the volume, ‘either conveys information, 
or marks character. Mr. Elton’s Tales from the Gefta 
Romanorum are amufing, and well verfified §,..and his 
Imitations from Propertius, in the fame volume, by 
no means unfuccefsful. "To the pofthumous Poem of 
R. Noyes, entitled Di/irefs@, fucceis is the more to 
be wifhed, that the fubje& of it may be felt the lefs 
by his furviving orphans, It has, however, intrinfic 
merits, and among them the melancholy recommen- 
dation of truth and feeling, | 

Of republifhed poetry, Mr. Todd's Edition of Mil- 
ton ** is the moft valuable. Excellent in its firft form, 
and now enriched by material acceffions and. embel- 
lifhments, it claims to be regarded as one of the beft 
exifting editions of an Englith claffic. 





* Ne. V. p. 433. + No. ITI. p. 302. 
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~ Mrscecianies, 


So nearly alliedeis novel-writing to poetry, thatif. 
we adopted the fentiments of fome theorifts, we fhould 
have placed Mrs. Wef’s Refifal *in the preceding 
clafs. In the poetical merit of invention it certainly 
is not deficient, ‘in other refpects it is an inftruétive 
_ and well-told tale, and this is all that its author at- 
tempted to make it. The Englifh Difionary of Anec- 
dotest, though anonymous, is a refpeCtable and en- 
tertaining compilation, and in conjunction with the 
French, from which it is not copied, will make a 
confiderable body of fuch amufement. In this hete= 
rogeneous clafs, our tranfitions muft unavoidably be 
rapid ; we mention, therefore, without further intro« 
duction, Dr. Turton’s very elegant little manual, en- 
titled the Britifh Fauna t, which we earneftly hope to 
fee continued and completed; as foon as the other 
avocations of the author may allow. Dr. Richard. 
Jon's tra&t on the virtues of his favourite grafs, the 
Fiorinz||, feems to bring the matter to the iffue of 
teftimony and affidavits if thefe proofs cay be re- 
pelled, the Doétor's triumph may {till be fhort; but 
we do not ourfelves fee how facts, pofitively attefted 
and {worn to, can eafily be fet afide. Colonel Mac- 
donald’s valuable work on the Military Maneuures of 
the French§, though’ in fubftance a tranflation, de- 
rives no {mall part of its utility from the very fcien- 
tific preface by which he has introduced it, and the 
notes hehas fubjoined. Other military works which we 
have lately noticed, fuch as Cooper's Military Cabinet q, 
have their, merit, but, in point of profound {cience, 
mult yield, we conceive, to his publications, 


* No. I. p. 59. | + VI. p. 649. 
$ No, V. P> $29. {| No. V. p. 447. 
y No. V. p. 506. gq No, V1. p, 636. 





nor eee 














i defcriptions, and by the time they have Eni 


‘= PREFACE, 


} | Here then we lay down the pen, having peter 


unexceptionable ftudies, for our readers. of various : 


thefe, we thall be ready to prefent them with a 4 
| Une avuilfo non deficit alter | s 
Aureus, ct fimili frondefcit virga metalloy 
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